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VeniceTHINGS TO DO IN
STUDENTS’

FAVORITES
This VIU Guide to Venice aims to help you make 
the most of your time in the city of Venice and 
ensure that your trip is worthwhile. It was designed 
by the RED Scholars of the 2020 Fall Semester and 
includes a compilation of students’ favorite places 
and experiences.

MUSEUMS
Peggy Guggenheim Collection 
Doge’s Palace / Palazzo Ducale 
Gallerie dell’Accademia 

BARS & RESTAURANTS
Laboratorioccupato Morion 
Bar Ae dò Ombre 
Trattoria al Ponte di Borgo 
Gelatoteca Suso 

BOOKSTORES
Libreria Acqua Alta 
Libreria MarcoPolo 

Giardini della Biennale 
T Fondaco dei Tedeschi Rooftop Terrace 
Basilica San Giorgio Maggiore 
Lido’s Beaches 
Murano & Burano Islands 
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MUST-SEE PLACES



GuggenheimPEGGY
COLLECTION

India Fisher
University of Exeter
BA. History of Art

 Dorsoduro, 701-704
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Fun fact: it’s the only museum  
with its curator and her pets buried 

inside! 9€
10:00
18:00
-

Personally, I absolutely loved  
the Peggy Guggenheim Collection!  

I would highly recommend it to anyone 
interested in the Contemporary Art Scene, 

showing works by Dali, Kandinsky, Jackson
Pollock or Alexander Calder, just to name a 
few! Peggy Guggenheim was also extremely

important in the 20th century, introducing 
American modern art to the European art scene, 
successfully leaving her mark on Venice. It’s not 
just the art though. Her home, the 18th century 

Palazzo Venier Dei Leoni, also known as the 
unfinished palace, is a beautiful setting, on the 

Grande Canal, with its own history!



Palazzo
DUCALE

 Piazza San Marco, 1

Gemma Dauncey
University of Exeter
BA. History
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Nina Alexandra Schmidt
Ludwig Maximilian University
MA. Art HistoryMy favorite place to go in Venice is by 

far the Gallerie dell'Accademia. It is    is 

the most important Museum of Venice 

Venice and holds some of the gregreatest 

greatest artworks of all art 

history. Especially wonderful 

are the artworks that stand 

in a close connection to  

Venetian History. I found  

the cycle of the “True Cross” the 

most interesting because it  

depicts many places in Venice 

which still look the same today. 

These paintings date back to the 

time around 1500. Not only major 

Venetian artworks can be found there, 

but also paintings like “The Visions of 

the Hereafter” from Bosch are displayed. 

Visiting this Gallery is a once-in-a-lifetime  

experience (Another good argument for 

going is that the tickets only cost 2€  

for students).
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GALLERIE
DELL’Accademia

Campo della Carita



Anna Pickles
University of Exeter
BA. Engligh Literature

OccupatoLABORATORIO

M O R I O N
   If you like wine, beer, pizza and   
s socialism, this is the place for you. 

 Calle del Morion
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   The outside is covered in
 pgraffiti  with phrases  such as  
p‘No One Is Illegal’ and ‘Smash 
Fascim’, while the inside is lined

d.      The only alcohols served are    
pppp wine and beer, with the wine   
pppcoming in a little glass for 
pponly 1€ – bargain. We went 
   pon a Friday night, and there 
  was a really great atmosphere 
ppas well as a live 
ppp(intense-in-a-good-way) 
ppppjazz band. 

TThe way I described it to people 
  after  visiting was that it seemed 
 like an ‘anarchist bar’. A bar and
music venue (and currently a 
daytime study space) somewhat
 somewhat tucked away in the
 predominantly residential area
of  Ca ste l lo ,  Laborator io 
Occupato Morion is quite a
 brilliant shock compared to the      
ppristineness,  affluence  and   
pSpritz culture of central Venice.

      with endless posters, seemingly   
p.  from protests all over the world.
  A dominant theme is ‘No Grandi 
 Navi’, from protests demanding 
 cruise ships be banned from 
Venice (a law now in place!).



BAR AE DÒOmbre

Ruaraidh Stevenson
University of Exeter
BA. Film and Television 
Studies

Via Garibaldi

12€  

9,50€ 
9€ 
7€ 
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A n o t h e r p a r t o f t h e 

Orange Bar that we all 

love is the very cheerful 

b a r i s t a ; h e r b u b b l y 

personality is certainly 

what helps make nights 

out in Venice a whole lot 

better.

I t h i n k I s p e a k f o r 

everyone when I say that 

we all look forward to the 

end of the pandemic so we 

can spend more time there 

and make more memories.

One of the most iconic 

places for us as students 

is the famous Orange Bar on 

Via Garibaldi.  
It has been dubbed the 

Orange Bar because of its 

bright orange outdoor 

seating and this welcoming 

setting has made many of 

us feel at home whilst we 

drink into the early hours 

of the morning. 

AE DÒ OMBRE

AE DÒ OMBRE

Aperol Spritz x4

Hugo Cocktail x3

Campari Spritz x3

Prosecco x2

Bruschetta x2



Trattoria
Malamocco
AL PONTE DIBorgo
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Zhen Xiao
Ludwig Maximilian University
MA. Cultural and Cognitive 
Linguistics

 This restaurant is a very 

local place in Malamocco, on Lido 

Island, serving really fresh 

seafood in Venetian style. I had 

f r e s h l y c a u g h t c r a b s a n d 

Spaghetti al Ragu’di Mare: it was 

delicious with a lot of layers of 

f l avor ! There aren ’ t many 

restaurants on Lido but this one is 

quite popular among locals. When 

I ate there, the restaurant was 

packed with local regulars and 

the vibe is very Italian-homey. 

The price is normal for 

Venice, not very cheap but 

definitely worth it. It is in 

the southern part of the 

island, so you can rent a 

b ike in f ront o f the 

vaporetto station on Lido 

and ride along the coast to 

the restaurant which takes 

about 30-40 min.

MenuWhat’son the?

Closed on Mondays



Margherita Tess
University of Ca’Foscari
MA. Anthropology
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SUSO
Gelatoteca

Sotoportego de la Bissa

Gelateria Suso 
is definitely my favorite 

ice cream place in Venice. It 
is only a few meters from the 

Rialto Bridge, but  tucked      
away from the crowds.   My 
favorite flavor  
is their 

My favorite flavor is their  
most famous one: the  
chocolate-hazelnut  
giunduja covered  

           with salted  
          pistachio. 

It is so good that  
even The New Yorker  

talks about it! During  
summer and spring I used  
to go eat an ice cream after 
dinner, and sit on the dock 
facing the Canal Grande. 

Definitely one of the best 
ice cream experiences 

of my life!  



ACQUA
Libreria

Alta

Rémy Bisson
University of Bordeaux
BA. Sociology
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Santa Maria Formosa

I truly feel that Libreria Acqua 

Alta captures the charm and 

uniqueness of Venice in 

bookstore form. As its name 

suggests, this quirky old-fashioned 

s h o p i s swa m p e d b e n e a t h 

countless piles of books. In the 

past, the place also used to flood 

every now and again because of 

the high tides. But to help you 

navigate the waves of history and 

literature, a real gondola stands in 

the middle of the store, filled to 

t h e b r i m w i t h b o o k s a n d 

gondoliers’ accessories. This 

quaint shop is pretty much like Ali 

Baba’s cave with hidden passages 

to more books and wonders. And 

the cherry on the cake: the 

eccentric and lovely owner Luigi 

Frizzo, whose friendliness will 

make you feel comfortable straight 

away. He speaks French amazingly, 

as well as Italian, English and 

German!



MARCO
Libreria

Polo
 Dorsoduro

  Ruby Lloyd-Smith
  University of Exeter
  BA. History
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T here are loads of great bookstores 

in Venice, selling works in both 

Italian and English, and the 

Libreria MarcoPolo in Campo Santa 

Margherita is one of my top choices. 

Offering everything from classic 

literature, to political theory, to graphic 

novels, the store is always guaranteed to 

have something to help you broaden 

your horizons. You’ll especially love 

Libreria MarcoPolo if you have an 

interest in social justice – their 

collections on feminism, racial equality 

band LGBT rights is very impressive. On 

a      top of the great content, the trendy feel 

a a of the store is a huge plus, with 

stybstylish, colourful displays, and 

abbbbranded tote bags also on sale.  It’s 

debb definitely the first place in Venice 

I’d r      I’d recommend for anyone in  

                search of some good reads!



DELLA
Giardini

Castello       iennaleB

Olivia Fothergill
University of Exeter
BA. English Literature
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f like me, you’re from 
somewhere more rural, 
after a few weeks in the 
cold beauty of Venice, you 

might find yourself longing to have 
grass underfoot and trees all around 
you. Running here gave me peace 
with the trees and the lagoon, it was 
always a welcome place to unwind. 
The garden is filled with plenty of 
dogs which, after a few months 
separated from your pets, offer a 
chance for free serotonin. If you 
couple this with a run, you get a 
double dose of serotonin and 
endorphins! 

Not only was it an escape 
from the city for me, but also a late-
night playground. In Venice, 
apartments are packed together, 
which means what you think are just 
chill late-night drinks with friends 
can soon be too loud. So the park 
offered a harmless location to have 
fun and keep our neighbors happy.

I
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Valentin Woltmann
Ludwig Maximilian University
MA. Art History

BEACHES
Lido’s

Lido is 
the offi

cial beac
h of th

e 

Venetians
 and a 

great op
portunity

 

to get y
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ome leisu
re time 
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om the 

busy city
 and 
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 life. You

 get the
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he Vapor
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 after 

that, it 
is only a
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walk to 
reach th

e free b
each, 

and you
 can enj
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xposed t
o the 
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s and a

 book to
 relax 

and feel
 the sof

t breeze
  

of the S
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url thro
ugh 
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r. Going 

swimmin
g after 
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s for th

e brave 
but a 

day at 
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h will d
efinitely 

bring yo
ur energ

y up an
d put 

you in a
 place o

f utter 
well 

being.
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Borut Hrovat
University of Ljubljana
BA. Geography & History
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DI SAN GIORGIO
Basilica

Maggiore
Isola di S. Giorgio Maggiore

 
Basilica San Giorgio Maggiore is 

one of the most famous of the many 

churches in Venice. It is located on the 

island of the same name that sits beside 

Giudecca, right across from the Palazzo 

Ducale and can be reached by vaporetto 

number 2. The church with its grounds 

covers most of the island. It was rebuilt 

many times throughout its history but its 

current form is that of a basilica designed 

by Andrea Palladio in the 16th century. 

The massive structure that he envisioned, 

especially the church’s façade, today 

forms one of the most distinctive views of 

Venice. But it is the opposite view that is 

even more spectacular: the church’s bell 

tower (St Mark’s Campanile) is not only 

one of the highest buildings in Venice, it’s 

also located far away from any buildings 

that could obstruct its view with the San 

Marco basin and the Giudecca canal right 

in front of it. Therefore, the tower - that 

one can ascend by taking the lift from the 

church for a student price of 4 € - offers 

one of the best panoramic views of 

Venice. From it you can gaze upon most 

of Venice with unobstructed views of not 

only San Marco and Santa Maria della 

Salute but also most of Castello and 

Giudecca.



Mina Franceschinis
University of Bordeaux
BA. Sociology & 
Anthropology

DEI TEDESCHI
Fondaco

Rooftop Terrace
Ponte di Rialto
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MuranoBurano
ISLANDS

&

Emeline Brosset
University of Bordeaux
MA. Social Sciences
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One of my favorite day-trips here was when I 
wandered though the beautiful island of Burano, 
very well known for its bright and vibrant colored 
houses. The legend says that the houses were 
painted in bright shades to help fishermen find 
their way home through the thick winter fog! I 
recommend going there on a sunny day so you 
can properly enjoy the vivid colors facades. On 
the way back, I stopped at Murano, the island 
renowned for its blow glass creations.  

 These are two really cool small islands that 
you can explore if you don't have that much 
time on a week-end for instance. The 
memory will definitely be worth it!
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